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Number  29  August  20,  1942, 

TODAY,  \rs   KEEP  TPIE  BEST  ** 

Maybe  this  is  none  of  our  business.  Maybe  we  should  shrug  our 
shoulders  and  say  -  what  of  it?  But,  somehov;,  we  feel  it's  not  only  our 
business,  but  yours  too,  and  the  business  of  every  American  v^rho  is  qviali- 
fiod  to  mark  a  ballot* 

The  Gallup  poll,  vrtiich  is  always  goin<;  around  digging  up  things 
people  don't  realize  about  themselves,  recently  announced  -  so  we;*re  told  - 
that  approximately  SO^'o  less  people  had  voted  in  the  primary  elections  this 
year  than  did  at  the  same  time  in  1G3B»   (Gallup  chose  1938  because  it  vras 
a  comparable  year  in  v/hich  no  Presidential  election  took  place  -  Just  the 
picking  of  Congressmen  and  Senators.) 

People  have  a  lot  of  things  on  their  minds  right  nov/.   It's  easy  to 
see  why  they  might  overlook  the  necessity  of  voting.  There's  no  great 
deluge  of  political  issues  to  sweep  them  off  their  feet  and  set  the  cracker 
barrels  ringing.   Every  candidate  who's  worth  the  nomination  has  just  one 
solid  platform  -  let's  win  the  war  as  fast  as  possible,  and  as  thoroughly* 
People  are  inclined  to  thinJc  that,  because  all  the  candidates  are  for  the 
same,  it  doesn't  matter  very  mv;ch  who  gets  elected* 

Alas,  how  Yfrong.   The  notion  is  based  on  a  fallacy  that  all  men  running 
for  public  office  have  equal  ability,  integrity/-  and  -  so  important  right 
novj-  -  vision.  America  today  faces  (as  wo   are  being  told  on  every  side)  the 
greatest  peril  in  her  history.   It  should  bo  obvious  that  America,  for  this 
reason  alone,  needs  capable  leaders  more  than  at  any  other  time  in  her 
history.  Some  of  them  we  unquestionably  have  now.   Others  3.aci:  the  needed 
ethyl  in  their  think-tanlcs  to  make  tliem  worthy  of  the  offices  they  are 
trying  to  fill,  ''"fliich  are  which  comprises  a  matter  for  the  p\iblio  to  decide. 

The  BVC'g  scope  is  not  political.  IVo  just  Icnow  that  all  the  Ropre- 
seiitatives  and  one-third  of  the  Senators  come  up  for  election  this  year. 
Radio  has  a  non-partial  obligation  to  impress  its  listeners  with  the  full 
importance  of  going  to  the  polls  this  Fall,,. .to  stress  the  importance  of 
investigating  the  qualities  of  the  tiicn  vmo  will  represent  them,.. to  make  sure 
tViat  these  men  are  the  right  men  to  load  Am.erioa  through  its  sharpest  hour 
of  crisis. 

There's  no  call  to  be  partisan.  You  don't  even  need  to  mention  names 
of  individual  candidates.   But  you  can  toll  the  radio  audience  that  the  men 
they  elect  this  Fall  are  the  leaders  upon  Y/hose  shoulders  fall  the  job  of 
rurming  a  vfartimo  America,  V/o  need  leaders  with  broad  shoulders,  broad 
minds  -  big  enough  to  lead  a  big  nation.   Just  any  old  leaders  won't  do. 
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I/EN  TO  MIT  QUI.'.  CHIPS  t-* 

Coming  up  on  the  WI's  Allooation  Plan  next  month  is  a  new  project 
well  worth  your  combined  efforts.  It  stems  from  the  fact  that  we* re 
launching  neiv  merchant  ships  like  crazy,  but  can't  get  all  the  Tiien  we  need 
to  run  them  between  the  ohoros  of  America  and  the  shores  v/here  wo  must  meet 
the  enomy»  The  U.  S«  Merchant  Itirine  is  therefore  startinr^  a  drive  -  it*  11 
be  in  full  swing  betT.veen  September  8  and  18  -  to  achieve  t\'ro  important  things  • 
First,  it  seeks  to  persuade  former  seamen  vdth  qualified  experience,  but  now 
engaged  in  other  trades,  to  register  at  the  nearest  United  States  Emplo;yment 
Service  Office  (of  which  there  arc-  1,500  full-time  and  3,000  part-time  ones 
in  the  country) • 

The  second  aim  is  to  persuade  younger  men  v^rith  no  seafaring  experience  ' 
at  all  to  join  up  vath  tlio  Merchant  Marine  and  help  sail  the  new  vessels 
that  are  sliding  soav;ard  every  day»  The,  pay  is  good,  the  work  is  sweepingly 
important,  American  shipboard  living  conditions  are  the  best  in  the  \7orld, 
and  the  risks  are  decreasing.  The  USES  v:ill  supply  information  on  training 
courses  that  can  lead  to  those  essential  jobs  in  the  merchant  fleet. 

Men  vvdth  former  training  at  sea  arc  simply  being  asked  to  register. 
Some  will  be  offered  jobs  novr,    others  later.  But  all  their  names  arc  to  bo 
kept  on  file,  together  with  a  record  of  individual  qualifications,  and 
eventually  job  offers  vj-ill  come  their  way.  The  registrant  is  under  no 
compulsion.  Ho  may  accept  or  reject  as  ho  sees  fit.  But  the  system  does 
make  sure  that  the  men  with  suitable  oxporionce  are  offered  the  best  jobs 
first. 

There's  plenty  of  colorful  background  to  put  this  dual  drive  across* 
It's  good  program  material  -  the  quiet  heroism,  determination,  patriotism 
and  singular  American  courage  of  the  men  who  push  America's  merchant  fleet 
into  all  of  the  seven  seas.  Local  Maritime  offices,  or  the  Public 
Relations  Division  of  the  Maritime  Coinmission  at  VJasj-iington,  can  really  give 
you  pl^'nty  of  factual  ammunition  to  use  ir  getting  behind  this  drive.   It's 
one  of  the  liiggost  things  today  that  you're  being  asked  to  tackle. 

IF  YOU'RE  iTQT  SURE  ~  I#.JvE  S'URE  =x* 

The  m.orc  we  listen  to  t?io  radio,  the  more  vrc  hear  -  which,  as  a 
comment,  is  not  half  so  startling  as  some  of  the  tilings  vrc  actiially  run  into 
v;hilc  listening.  Right  at  the  moment  the  focal  point  of  our  ire  is  a 
commercial  announcement  accepted  and  aired  by  a  certain  local  station  -  it 
might  have  been  in  I'.'ow  York  or  St.  Louis  or  San  Francisco  (the  exact  location 
dcJosn't  matter  much)  -  plugging  the  sale  of  electric  fans. 

Pivot  point  of  the  selling  blurb  v/as  a  bland  statement  that,  since 
it's  impossible  to  get  replacement  poj^ts  for  electric  fans,  the  smart  con- 
sumer w"ill  rush  to  the  emporium  of  J.  Kiggleswitch  &  Sons  whore  a  number  of 
choice  models  arc  still  available.   Even  if  your  present  fan  is  buzzing 
lustily,  added  the  announcement,  its  longevity  is  not  unlimited  and  during 
som.c  hot  summer  before  this  war  ends  you'll  be  mighty  glad  that  you  had  the 
fores iglit  to  buy  an  extra  breeze-maker  from  the  Higgleswitch  boys. 


That,  friends,  is  so  much  verbal  fluff.   The  OPx\  Consumer  Division 
tells  us  there  is  no  restriction  on  replacement  parts  for  electric  fans  and 


it  appears  unlikely,  in  view  of  the  quantity  of  parts  on  hand,  that  there 
should  be  any  such  problem  for  a  long  v;hilo.  Unless,  of  course,  a  lot  of 
people  ^0   beserk  and  smash  up  all  their  electric  fans  at  once* 

We've  said  this  so  many  times  that  it  sounds  like  an  echo  chamber  - 
even  to  us.  But  please,  folks,  Just  because  any  local  merchant  comes  to 
you  with  a  commercial  aimouncomont  urA   the  soft  green  cash  to  pay  for  it  - 
don't  accept  his  contentions,  .voiced  in  the  anjiouncemcnt,  as  pure, 
translucent  truth.  If  there's  a  statement  like  the  one  above  -   one  that 
you're  not  absolutely  positive  is  true  «  check  it  I  Chock  it  with  the 
right  people.  Call  on  the  BVC  aiid  v/c'll  do  it  for  you.   That's  one  of  the 
things  we're  here  for» 

FOR  LOCAL  COIISUMPTIOM  **        , 

Complaints  have  been  heard  hero  and  there  from  radio  folks  who  feel 
that  m.aybe  the  Army  has  been  a  little  too  prone  to  favor  novra papers  over 
radio  in  this  business  of  sending  personal  news  items  about  trainees  back 
to  their  old  home  tovms.  You  know  how  thoy  go».,"Joc  Glub  of  Company  J  has 
added  another  stripe  to  his  sleeve  and  is  now  being  addressed  as  'Corporal 
Glub't  Joe  captains  the  champion  softball  team  of  Company  J...." 

Local  stations  can  use  that  kind  of  material,  too  -  a  fact  often  over- 
looked. V'k;  iiear,  hoiTevcr,  from  the  Station  Relations  Section  of  the  Army's 
Radio  Branch  that  this  m-attor  will  bo  covered  in  a  special  planning  and 
liaison  bullctii;  that  goes  out  to  all  camp  public  rolations  officers,  urging 
them  to  render  the  same  service  to  homc-torm  radio  stations  thab  they're 
giving  to  home-town  ncv.'spapcrs .   Special  lists  of  broadcasters,  arranged 
geographically,  have  boon  distributed  by  the  Army  to  facilitate  this  service. 
IHiich  proves  that  if  you  don't  get  what  you  v;ant,  ask  for  it. 

TIIE  MISSIHG  BOm   AmJOUi}ICE?aEIITS  ^^* 

A  certain  baclorash  of  confusion  v/as  reported  to  us  this  i7Cok  by  a 
number  of  stations  -who  had  received  -vi-ircs  from  the  Treasury'-  requesting  that 
they  repeat  last  v/eek's  i/'ar  Bond  aruiounccments,  since  now  ones  had  not 
boon  shipped  outc   The  mystery  is  easily  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
mailing  office  -  from  Y/-honcc  those  regularly  emxinato  -  is  being  moved  to 
Chioa[;o,  making  it  necessary  to  skip  a  \rcQkt 

The  xTire  mentioned  five  announcements  daily  -  v/hich  is  the  full 
allowance  supplied  for  the  optional  use  of  stations.   It  was  not  intended  to 
imply  tliat  stations  which  have  boon  carrying  less  than  the  full  five  a  day 
Vre  noviT  being  pressured  to  increase  the  number.  The  Ol'fl  Radio  War  Guide 
gives  War  Bonds  a  doublc-A  priority,  but  docs  not  stipulate,  of  course,  that 
any  specific  number  of  announcements  LTust  be  aired  in  any  given  period. 

SORRY  ARE  Vffl  ** 

Our  crimson  embarrassment  -  which  no  doubt  jacu  have  alreaay  noticed 
this  week  from  distances  ranging  up  to  California  -  is  due  to  ha\i.ng'  in- 
advertently called  Miss  Mildred  McAfee  (head  of  the  new  Navy  Reseivo  for 
vromen)  Mrs.  McAfee  in  last  vrcok's  BVC  newsletter.  We  hasten  to  offer 
sincere  apologies  before  a  medium  cruiser  and  six  small  destroyers  bear 
down  upon  us,  vriiistlos  screeching,  for  this  unseciiay  breach  of  etiquette. 


1 
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A  '.TORD  FROM  YOU  ** 

From  the  Radio  Bui'cau  of  the  Oi7I  comes  the  suggestion  that  we  ask  you 
for  frank  comments  on  various  material  now  being  sent  to  the  nation's  broad- 
casters by  the  ONI,     YIe   hereby  do« 

Drop  us  a  line  and  speak  your  mind.  Do  you  find  it  useful?   Is  it 
lacking,  and,  if  so,  in  vjhat  respects?  Are  there  ways  you  think  it  could 
be  made  more  helpful?  In  other  v/ords,  don't  sit  there  like  a  wooden  dummy, 
automatically  opening  your  mo.il  and  grunting  at  your  secretary.  Speak  up» 
You'll  find  we're  appreciative  listeners • 

CHRlSTIvIAS  IS  COMING  -* 

Vfo  have  it  upon  the  excellent  authority  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  the 
Post  Office  Department  that  this  year  the  good  citizenry  of  the  land  not 
only  has  to  do  its  Christmas  shopping  and  mailing  early  -  but  very  early 
vfhen  sending  packages  to  men  in  the  armed  forces  overseas.  The"  deadline  has 
been  set  at  novori±)or  1,  but  the  snart  gift-giver  vriio  wants  to  be  sure  his 
present  reaches  Australia,  Egypt  or  Iceland  ahead  of  Santa  Glaus '  bi-motored 
reindeer  will  get  going  on  his  shopping  right  avmy. 

Radio  should  pass  this  along  to  its  listeners  -  millions  of  -whom  have 
sons,  relatives,  husbands,  frionds  serving  for  Undo  Samt  Packages  must 
not  weigh  over  11  pounds ^  should  not  bo  more  than  18  inches  long  or  have  a 
combined  length  and  girth  of  m.ore  than  42  inches.  To  be  on  the  conservative 
side,  the  public  is  being  asked  voluntarily  to  keep  the  size  of  -Dackagos 
dovm  to  that  of  an  ordinary  shoe  bo^c,  w6i^ing  not  more  than  11  pounds. 
They  sliould  be  robustly  husky  -  virilling  to  hold  up  under  plenty  of  rough 
handling  -  ;ind  equipped  vrith  a  full  return  address. 

Gifts  should  be  confined  to  portable,  useful  itcm.s.   Soldiers  in  the 
field  and  sailors  on  the  sea  have  small  use  for  bridge  lamps  or  golf  clubs. 
Food  mustn't  bo  sont.   The  government,  you  sec,  feeds  tb-cm.  Rather  well,  too# 
Also,  unless  the  listener  has  rcoeivcd  a  specific  request  to  the  contrary, 
articles  of  clothing  arc  another  thing  they  don't  need.  And  all  packages 
are  subject  to  cen.sorship.  (Copies  of  "Moin  Kampf"  are  definitely  fro¥vned 
upon. ) 

Radio  should  stress  that  sending  Christmas  packages  to  men  overs '.:as 
isn't  quite  the  saine  thing  as  the  usual  parcel  post  service  bctivecn 
Baltimore  and  Little  Elk  Antler,  Vermont.  It  m.eans  that  valuable  space  on 
valuable  ships,  convoyed  at  considerable  expense  by  costly  destroyers  and 
planes,  m.ust  be  diverted  from  the  shipment  of  iv.iportant  war  goods  so  that 
American  boys  in  every  part  of  the  v/orld  may  have  seemingly  unimportant 
trirJcets  from  home  on  Christmas  morning. 

Nobody's  saying  they're  uniiaportant,  though.  If  you've  ever  been  a 
long  -way  from,  homo,  in  a  strange  land,  o.nd  not  too  sure  about  the  future... 
then  you  knov;  what  it  means  to  hoar  from  home.  Santa  Clans  in  a  tin  helmet 
is  better  than  no  Santa  Glaus  at  all.   Listeners  should  be  given  to  under- 
stand that  this  is  no  little  thing  -  this  transport  of  Christmas  gifts  to 
our  fighting  men.  And,  in  appreciation  of  what  it  means,  they  should  be 
quick  to  abide  by  the  rules.  Only  if  they  do  so  iTiay  all  the  gifts  from 
homo  ...the  sr.rll,  strong  v/itncsses  that  all  peace  on  earth,  good 'will  tovrard 


uon,    is   not  deadt . » »orily  then  nay  thoy  be  noved  across  the  world  at   a 
r.iinimum  sacrifice  of  shipping  space  so  sorely  needed  for  nore  weapons, 
more  goods  of  v/ar. 

BIRTPI  OP  AN  ANTIISM** 


There's  a  possible  program  peg  in  the  fact  that  Soptouber  14  is  the 
128th  anniversary  of  the  v:riting  of  Anerica's  national  nnthen.   If  you 
reiaenber  your  history,  Francis  Scott  Key  wrote  the  words  while  being  hold 
temporary  prisoner  aboard  a  British  warsliip  during  the  1814  bombardment  of 
Fort  McHenry.  As  a  work  of  sheer  patriotic  inspiration,  you'll  have  to 
travel  far  a:id  tvYice  as  Viride  to  find  anything  that  matches  it. 

We  doubt  if  there's  need  to  elaborate  on  the  program  possibilities 
latent  in  this  aniiivorsary  date.   If  you  need  material  on  the  origin  and 
the  history  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  your  local  public  library  should 
be  able  to  yield  a  lot  of  information.  In  fact  it'd  be  a  pretty  poor  public 
library  if  it  didn't. 
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